Dear parent,

Following the recent cold spell which decimated football fixtures for a number of weeks, the issue of paying subs in December 2010 has been raised by a number of parents. I hope the guidance below is helpful.

When setting the rate of subscription for season 2010-11 back in April 2010, a number of different issues were considered. Amongst them were training and match day costs, kit and equipment, as well as other items such as the players’ Christmas party and our end of season Presentation Day. 

When all of these costs were totalled, we - as a Committee - agreed on a monthly fee of £15, to be paid over ten months. This would mean the yearly subscription would be £150.

When arriving at this figure we took into account the current economic climate and forecast.  This meant we held our subscription rate at £15 per month, as well as removing the signing-on fee of £10, which would normally apply. 

Our subscription is calculated to cover our costs as a club over the entire season, and beyond.  Admittedly, our costs will have reduced during the weeks when we were in the grip of the Arctic weather, yet our standing costs remain the same.  In addition, we still have to pay for each match in the Mossley Hill Junior League - albeit at a reduced rate - even when postponed due to the weather.

I hope you can appreciate it is a very difficult and challenging task to fund a club like ours. We have approximately 250 junior players who represent Marshalls FC and the running costs per season are well into five figures. These costs increase each year. Also, all monies raised, whether by subscription or other means, such as fundraising, is spent on the club’s most valuable asset: its players. 

All teams are now playing in a kit which is either new or only a few months old, and every junior player has recently been, or will soon be, issued with a new raincoat. This outlay has reduced our bank balance to almost zero and, like so many clubs in our position, the monthly subscription we charge remains our lifeblood.  
Finally, once the season is over, many of our players continue to train with their team and will play in some summer tournaments.  The club will help fund these tournaments so we still have considerable outlay even when the official season has ended.

I hope the above has helped explain why we charge £15 per month and why it is so vital we continue to receive it from each player’s parents.  I also know what we charge is very competitive compared to many clubs across the city.

Should you wish to discuss this further, please do not hesitate to contact me on 0785295041 or liamdeveney@mac.com.

Best wishes,
Liam Deveney
Secretary
Marshalls FC
